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Need to resolve garbage problem

The jetty in Batu Maung in Penang, which is being used to transport garbage to the Pulau Burung sanitary landfill, will be affected by the construction of the second Penang bridge. 

Penang Local Government Committee chairman Datuk Dr Teng Hock Nan said the state must find a solution to the problem soon. 

“We must plan now as work on the bridge will begin soon,” he said when opening a seminar on solid waste management in Penang yesterday. 

He said Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi would perform the ground-breaking ceremony for the project in Batu Kawan on Sunday.  

It was reported that work on the RM2.6bil bridge linking Batu Maung on the island and Batu Kawan on the mainland is expected to begin in early 2008. 

Dr Teng said the jetty, which was built in 2001, was used to transport 700 metric tonnes of garbage to Pulau Burung daily. 

At the seminar, a briefing was given on the progress of the RM760,000 study on solid waste management which began early last year. 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the state Economic Plan-ning Unit are undertaking the ‘Structuring and Institutionalising Solid Waste Management Project’. 

The aim is to formulate an integrated solid waste management strategic plan by end of next year. 

